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Legal experts
eye potential
for civil suits

Families of fireﬁght-
ers killed by a massive
nine-alarm blaze at a
Beacon Street brown-
stone officials say was
s ked by welders

ould have the law on
theu' side if they sue in
civil court, but criminal
charges will be harder
to come by, ,
according to
Iqalexpms.

I can see

many, many _
es to li- @
ability in this §}
s aiitd“aug:t;g 3
s
Sheff, presi-
dent of the
Massachu-
setts Bar As-
sociation.

“You definitely have

ce case here,
but it’s also a wrongful
death case, and in Mas-
sachusetts you can get
punitive damages.”

Welders wor! on
an iron railing behind
296 Beacon St. started
the blaze after sparks
from the job ignited a
wooden structure be-
hind 298 Beacon St.,
interim Fire Commis-
sioner John Hasson said
yesterday.

It appears the welders
were working without a
permit, Hasson said.

'I‘herewasalsonoﬁre
detail, as is sometimes

the windy weather
that existed that day.

He added that the
owner of 296 Beacon St.
— Oliver Realty Limited
Partnershi

g — could
also be liable.

“If the building owner
was somehow negligent
by not having an extin-
ggsher or not

right permnts,hz%

a said, “he can

™ beliable”

... Oliver Re-
%N %3 alty . issued

" a statement
yesterday
saying it un-
derstood the
welding work
would be
done off-site.

On the
criminal side,
Massachu-
i
cult to press n
cases when fires were
snrted accidentally.

homicide
¢ are filed only in
traffic accidents.

“There are potential -
criminal problems, -but
it's not a sure thing,”
defense attorney Peter
Elikann said. “We don’t

really have negligent

here, and
that's maybe SO
lature
look into and tighten up
that area of the that
isn’t covered.”

required for workers retired

cutting metal at a con-
struction site.

Sheff said a number
of facts yet to be deter-
mined will be important
in litigation, including:
whether they had a per-
mit and what reason-
able welders would do



