Family Of Leonel Rondon, Killed In Merrimack Valley Explosions, Set...

20f 4

July 9,2019at 9:26am  Filed Under: Lawrence News, Leonel Rondon, Merrimack Valley Explosions

LAWRENCE (CBS) - The family of Leonel Rondon announced
Tuesday it has settled with Columbia Gas, nearly 10 months after
the deadly Merrimack Valley explosions.

Leonel Rondon (Facebook photo)

Rondon was the only person killed in the gas explosions. He was
sitting inside an SUV in the driveway of a friend’s house on
Chickering Road when the explosions caused a chimney to crash
down onto the car.

Terms of the settlement were not disclosed.

“He was only 18 years old and full of life. He loved science and had a
passion for music. He dreamt of going to college and cared for his
family members in every way possible. His mother, Rosaly,
described Leonel as ‘the happiness of the house,” Rondon family
lawyer Doug Sheff said in a statement. “The family can only hope
that this kind of catastrophe will never happen again. Nothing can
replace the loss of Leonel and the Rondons will continue to cherish
his memory, his loving support and positive impact on his family and

community.”

https://boston.cbslocal.com/2019/07/09/Ieonel-rondon-settlement-fami...

Family Of Leonel Rondon, Killed In Merrimack
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“We remain heartbroken over the tragic loss of Leonel Rondon a

©2019 CBS Broadcasting Inc. All Rights Reserved. Qy viewing our video content, you are accepting the terms of our Video Services Policy

again expresyetrdesapest sympathy to his family anchtedibe entibeuse vour California Privacy Rights  Mobile User Agreement  Public File for
community,” said NiSource CEO Joe Hamrock in a g{%zt'TevﬁwvéBrft. g I.%F"eforWSBKW/myms Publicinspection Fle Help - EEOReport
recognize the pain that remains and understand that nothing we

can ever say or do will bring Leonel back to his loved ones or erase

that pain. Since this tragic event, we have always wanted to do the

right thing for the Rondon family and all of those affected, and we

are pleased to have reached this settlement. We are grateful for the

opportunity to work with the Rondon family to honor Leonel.”

Lawrence Mayor Dan Rivera addressed the settlement with
reporters and renewed his call to take away Columbia Gas’ license.

“My concern is that the Rondon family feels they were made whole.
If there’s a thing that you can do to compensate for the loss of a
loved one, | don’t know if that’s possible,” he said. “At the end of the
day, this should have never happened.”

Also on Tuesday, Merrimack Valley leaders gave an update on how
local businesses are getting back on their feet since the explosions.
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Police Capture Peacock That Was 'Terrorizing' NH Neighborhood

New Hampshire police officers took a peacock into custody after they saw it was
“terrorizing” residents for several days.

Down To 250 Pounds, Rob Gronkowski Focused On 'Gaining Control Of
My Life' In Early Retirement

Rob Gronkowski said he's trying to scale back everything in his life, instead focusing on
himself and his new priorities.

Methuen Police Hunt For Suspect After McDonald's Shooting

One person was shot outside of a Methuen McDonald’s on Haverhill Street on Friday night.
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Police: Suspect Stabbed Ex As She Left Worcester Restaurant

Bathroom
Police say the woman stabbed to death at a Worcester restaurant was attending a book
club meeting and was attacked as she left the bathroom.

Survivor Of Deadly Randolph, NH Motorcycle Crash Sues Pickup Truck

Driver
A survivor of the deadly motorcycle crash that killed seven people in New Hampshire is
suing the pickup driver charged in the crash.

Swimmers Ordered Out Of The Water After Shark Sighting Off

Wellfleet Beach
Alifeguard spotted the shark about 40 feet off shore.
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